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excellencies of his little volume. In certain chapters he tries to survey 
the developments in national politics; in them one finds not the spirit 
of personal recollections but rather that of the post bellum prejudices 
of a northerner. This is evident in the references to the Mexican war 
and to other events. It need scarcely be said that they add little to our 
knowledge of the period. This is even true of the chapter entitled 
"Slavery and the Lincoln-Douglas debate," although it incorporates a 
few fragmentary reminiscences of other contemporaries. 

Dr. Johnson's picture of social and industrial conditions is surely 
worth while, although it is marred by a tendency to make generaliza- 
tions that would apply also, perhaps even better, to the period before 
1850. This criticism might have been obviated had it been made clear 
that the statements were applied to one of the backward rural sections 
of the state. Certain of the illustrations are the cuts that were used 
to illustrate Buck's Illinois in 1818, which suggests that the author may 
not have had a keen enough time sense. The author may well have had 
in mind the neighborhood of his boyhood home, Amity or Pocahontas; 
this, however, he does not make clear nor does his title suggest it. In- 
deed, Pocahontas is not mentioned until after the first quarter of the 
book (p. 52) and then only scattered bits of information are furnished 
(p. 52, 54, 61, etc.) which might well have been fashioned together into 
a single picture. Chapter 2 describes Benjamin Jones, "a progressive 
pioneer, ' ' but the reader does not know in what part of Illinois he lived. 
Chapter 3, ' ' The gold-seekers of the later forties, ' ' describes the circum- 
stances of the discovery of gold in California rather than the move- 
ment of population from Illinois ; the author does follow the journey of 
his father who met his death shortly after reaching Sacramento, but he 
takes no notice of the organized movement of gold-seekers. His de- 
scription of the "village club," the country store, is interesting but 
gossipy. The chapters on sports and amusements, on the village lyceum, 
and other intimate glimpses into contemporary social conditions have 
real merit. It should be evident, therefore, that while this volume in- 
cludes many of the weaknesses of its kind, it is not without a real value 
for Illinois history. 

Arthur C. Cole 

With Sam Houston in Texas. By Edwin L. Sabin. [The trail blazers 

series] (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott and company, 1916. 320 

p. $1.25 net) 

This book is addressed to the interest of youthful readers, and for that 

reason Ernest Merrill, a fictitious boy, is somewhat obviously dragged 

through its pages, gazing admiringly at the hero and participating in 
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his adventures, which are confined to the period of the Texas revolution. 
In fact, the book is little more or less than the story of the revolution 
narrated in considerable degree in dialogue form. The writer adds 
little to its interest by imagination. He seems to have made a rather 
industrious study of his subject from the most accessible books and 
articles, and though the book contains many minor inaccuracies, he has 
followed his authorities with a good deal of fidelity. It is a stirring 
theme, and will no doubt meet the purpose for which it was written. 

E. C. B. 

History of Arizona. By Thomas Edwin Parish, Arizona historian. 
Volumes in and iv. (Phoenix: The state, 1916. $3.50 net) 
Volumes i and n of this work were noticed in the Mississippi Valley 
Historical Eeview of September, 1916, when certain characteristics 
were pointed out, particularly a conspicuous lack of organization and 
the author 's conception of history as a compilation of pioneer narratives 
and interviews. These qualities are carried consistently through the 
present volumes. A brief preface to volumes in and iv explains that 
the Arizona law creating the office of state historian requires him "to 
faithfully and diligently collect data of the events which mark the pro- 
gress of Arizona from its earliest day to the present time, to the end 
that an accurate record may be preserved of those thrilling and heroic 
occurrences; that knowledge of the achievements of Arizona's trail bla- 
zers may not perish with the passing of her pioneers, but may be pre- 
served and disseminated for the benefit of the present and future 
generations ; that the names of those whose lives were and are identified 
with the establishment, the progress and the development of Arizona 
may be given just and lasting recognition. ' ' In the endeavor to comply 
"strictly with the letter of the law," says the historian, "I have gath- 
ered all authentic data obtainable, official and otherwise, relating to 
Arizona, and am embodying it in this History." The period covered 
by the two volumes is 1863-1868, and the list of chapter titles will give, 
perhaps, the fairest indication of the plan and contents of the books. 
Volume m contains: "Early opinions of Arizona," "Precious metals 
in Arizona," "Travels of Governor Goodwin's party," "Early territorial 
days," "The first territorial legislature" (two chapters), "Federal gov- 
ernment's treatment of Arizona," "Early days of Prescott," "Condi- 
tions in Arizona in 1863 and 1864," "Population, early settlement, In- 
dian troubles," "Indian troubles" (four chapters). Volume iv con- 
tains: "Conditions in 1865," "Early conditions in the territory" 
(three chapters), "The Arizona volunteer," "The Indians and the mil- 
itary" (two chapters), "The second legislative assembly," "The third 



